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Treatise on Orthopaedic Surgery. By Royal Whitman, 
M.D., Adjunct Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery in the 
New York Polyclinic. Second Edition. Philadelphia: Lea 
Brothers & Co., 1903. 

If one desires to realize the advancement in this department 
of surgery during the last thirty years, he should compare the 
two publications from the Ruptured and Crippled Hospital, New 
York, that were issued in 1884 and 1903, and that fairly represent 
the work and practice of that institution. 

The first was “ Orthopaidia,” by James Knight, the founder 
of the hospital and one of the American pioneers in mechanical 
surgery. This work contains much practical information by 
which the general surgeon could profit even at the present time. 
While the lack of pathological knowledge concerning tuberculosis 
led to strange empirical modes of treatment, yet one can see the 
dawn of therapeutic principles that now are founded on more 
definite knowledge of cause and effect. The mechanical deformi¬ 
ties of the body are well described, and their treatment, as dis¬ 
tinct from deformities due to disease, is well considered, while 
the book is a mine of historical information. The writer was evi¬ 
dently a reader, a careful observer, and a mechanic. 

The later work of Whitman differs from the earlier publi¬ 
cation of Knight in being scientific from cover to cover. It is 
founded on definite pathological knowledge and a wealth of clini¬ 
cal material carefully observed, accurately recorded, and logically 
considered. All phases of the principal diseases are illustrated 
by original photographs and X-ray productions in such a success¬ 
ful manner as to add much to the interest and value of the book. 
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While the orthopaedic specialist will probably view the work 
as one of the best treatises on this subject, yet it is from the stand¬ 
point of the general surgeon and practitioner who does some sur¬ 
gery that we desire to review it. For these members of our 
profession far outnumber the orthopaedists, and, as their clinical 
results show only too well, are in need of just the kind of accu¬ 
rate and practical information contained in Whitman’s book. 

The prevention and cure of deformities following inflamma¬ 
tions of joints, traumatic as well as tubercular; the proper pro¬ 
tection of injured joints in delicate children after the acute con¬ 
ditions subside; the correct application of braces and methods 
of extension as applied to fractures involving joints,—these and 
kindred subjects are much better handled in this work than in 
the general surgeries that crowd our shelves. In the treatment 
of delayed union after fractures of the lower extremities by 
methods of fixation, protection, and extension, we can adapt ideas 
and appliances in common use by orthopaedists with much advan- 
tage. Too often we are content to consider our work finished 
when a sprain, a fracture, or joint injury has passed the acute 
stage, and do but little to restore the limb to functional use. We 
are satisfied. The patient is not. The irregular practitioner, with 
the aid of time, adds much to the patient’s comfort and to his 
own credit. A more intimate knowledge of the range and limita¬ 
tions of manipulation, its indications and its methods, is furnished 
by such a special work as this. 

There are certain chapters in the book that will well repay 
careful consideration. Some deal largely with matters of diag¬ 
nosis. The one on non-tubercular affections of the spine, when 
compared with the portion of the chapter on tubercular spinal 
disease, will prove very profitable. The same statement can be 
made, with even greater emphasis, concerning similar sections 
on joint diseases. A knowledge of the diseases there described 
will better enable one to make a diagnosis by the correct method 
of exclusion. 
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The symptomatic treatment of abscesses, as compared with 
the expectant plan of the ultraconservative orthopatdist, and the 
radical method of some general surgeons will meet with general 
approbation. Incisions for mixed infections, or for pressure 
symptoms, and not as routine practice with the vain hope of 
curing the underlying bone disease, is the teaching of Whitman. 

Excisions in childhood are rightly condemned, except under 
special and rare indications. The arguments are conclusive, but 
the lesson is not yet well learned by many of us. A study of 
the late results of excisions for tuberculosis in childhood is rec¬ 
ommended to those who are favorably impressed with the opera¬ 
tion. 

Special attention is also directed to the correction of deform¬ 
ities in spinal disease by the recumbent treatment upon a hyper- 
extended frame, which is advised in comparison to the forcible 
correction urged by Calot several years ago. because of the marked 
tendency to recurrence due to the fact that the gap in the hone 
is not filled in by new tissue. The wisdom of the correction of 
the deformity in joint disease by traction in the line of that de¬ 
formity (as advised by Howard Marsh) is well proven and illus¬ 
trated. This is also not well appreciated by many practitioners. 

As would be expected, there is a fine chapter on congenital 
dislocation of the hip. 

A minor subject treated is that of fracture of the neck of the 
femur in childhood, a condition not recognized because of the 
lack of typical signs. 

Chapter xx. treating of the foot, is the most original portion 
of the book. It shows conclusively how the weak and flat foot 
develops from improper physiological use; the correct under¬ 
standing of which must determine the logical treatment. It be¬ 
gins with a description of the arches with the changes occurring 
when the foot is used as a passive support, as active lever, and 
by the strain of improper postures. Showing that the weak foot 
is due to the persistence of the passive attitude in place of active 
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muscular action, he deals fully with the symptoms, diagnosis of 
early types, and the'course of the disability until it reaches a rigid 
abducted foot or the typical flat foot as recognized by all practi¬ 
tioners. 

The treatment is that which has been advised in the articles 
and discussions during the past years by Dr. Whitman, and which 
is a recognized advance in therapeutic measures. It seems to the 
writer that there is no reason why these cases are so seldom diag¬ 
nosed and so superficially considered by many of us, and why 
certain illogical plans of treatment are advocated, and he earnestly 
recommends Dr. Whitman’s presentation of the subject. 

The remarkable accuracy of the book as a whole becomes 
evident when it is submitted to the test of actual practice. 

Walter C. Wood. 


Nose and Throat Work for the General Practitioner. By 

George L. Richards, M.D., Fall River, Mass. New York: 

International Journal of Surgery Company, 1903. 

The book is intended as a working guide for the student and 
practitioner, and as an introduction to the more complete treatises 
on the subject. It is the author’s aim to teach the practitioner 
how to diagnose the diseases of the nose and throat, and how to 
treat them successfully and according to modern methods. 

The first six chapters are devoted to the anatomy, physiology, 
pathology, symptomatology, and methods of examination of the 
nose and throat in general. The remaining chapters treat of the 
special diseases. No space is occupied with theory, while the 
practical points are well brought out. 

The entire subject is well covered in an elementary way, and 
the methods of treatment advised are simple, logical, and trust¬ 
worthy'. 


Paul M. Pilcher. 
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International Clinics. Edited by A. O. J. Kelly, A.M., M.D. 
Vol. IV, Thirteenth Series, 1904. Philadelphia: J. B. Lip- 
pincott Company. 

This volume is divided into chapters devoted to treatment, 
general medicine, surgery, gynaecology and obstetrics, neurology, 
orthopaidics, ophthalmology, and pathology. There are a number 
of excellent illustrations, and the general character of the volume 
is the same as the preceding ones. 

The chapter on surgery contains an interesting report of a 
case of interilio-abdominal amputation for sarcoma of the ilium 
by W. W. Keen and J. C. Da Costa. The authors have also com¬ 
piled a synopsis of the previously recorded cases. Nineteen cases 
of this operation are reported, with six recoveries. Sixteen of the 
operations were done for sarcoma and three for tuberculosis. 

This volume is also contributed to by Senn, Albarran, Battle, 
Coomes, Corner, and Dugan. There are papers on vesical cal¬ 
culus, thrombosis of the spermatic veins, cervical lymphadenitis, 
sarcoma of the submaxillary gland, svndactylitis, traction injury 
of the perineal nerve, paralysis of the circumflex nerve, rhachitis, 
acute osteomyelitis of the os calcis, adenomatous goitre, the radical 
cure of prostatic hypertrophy, and stricture of the oesophagus. 
One of the best surgical papers is on the differential diagnosis of 
acute abdominal conditions which require surgical treatment. 

J. P. Wakbasse. 



